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0771272 9102 oIt DAY AR PTIR By wwen? oomn v v
(Chen et al., 2008) NI MW DV AT QAT DX 17 1AVA? 072 NIWDRA
Fraiberg, Adelson,) 115w 110977X ,3729D .0°2°0n NINDI QAT DR 1M
D73yn 0% X? ©AMR DI 0°79° 90 9332 %D 1R (& Shapiro, 1975
0211 12 9BLW IR YW TR I A0 P2 f2ANRD Wwp L.0Ian Y
"PUPYO 1DIXI NIDNWNT NN 3w 0o NPYR X L,0°WYIDT M1Dn PR Py 1oy
¥ IMIXY NRT 70°5N 2217 (Espasa, 2004) 70DOR .3MAN YW 070M WP 2720
Pom ,Pna%Wa MR YW 1M NIYINRA ,0pnn RIT LAY IDIT OTR WK
W YyTIN RY MW WHRNA 72 %W PIrnn DER NI PRIPRYSY PRIIRIN
PP ,J0DOR PEYD ,NMM) PN Oy PO 7avan oInp XY Dwpvenp
n*917-7°2 772vAY 09237 DM 0NN APRW 0¥TpHnn 0237 0PN (2005
AN AMAR ANNY NIPYYNa nmIXIw Yw

N1 MBHYNR YW IR
VAT PID°02 NPW D31 AYAD 2101 IR BV 1Y 11Yw3 nTam mLhynn
.(Wekerle & Wolfe, 1996) 7’pn nInnoni o> 17Ivni 12°-7717 "o Yw 0»2rni
,APTD MPYYNT 1 0°01D°V IYIIRM NP IR IR D-DY 7YIDT DR NIMARM N0
175 ,°¥1D 52007 1071 IR™12) nern mYHynm neavIon mbhyna ,anan
onwn mMY%vnian 2310 .(Tang, 2008; Topping & Barron, 2009 ;2000 ,]1%°1)
D WP NPWIN NP NPYA LTI ONIY W7 DY I¥pR n1va 0°Ybwn
mva o3 ,(Skowron & Platt, 20055 2001 ,JNIT X°3W) O»WXR-13 D™MWp3
,WDI MPnn ,0*172IR NN ,NIPIIONNT YW N 3123 NINOW 130, TR
9iyma PwnaY 712°0 — YIOM NI A0 CWORA TPENT DY nhw 3TnY
Banyard, Williams, & Siegel, 2003; Bert, Guner, & Lanzi,) 117332 m%%ynin
2009; Pears & Capaldi, 2001; Skowron & Platt, 2005; Testa, Hoffman,
HYa MW 1YYR MW A70199IR MIIApa oMpnn (& Livingston, 2011
D9%ynn 0*NR NPAY NP 7133 719°02 DREMI N7 MYLyna bw Iwon
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Kim, 2009; Lang, Gartstein, Rodgers, & Lebeck, 2010; Milner et) on11322
MR YW NIIRCT 113 2792 T pnn L(al, 2010; Pears & Capaldi, 2001
71302 WANWAY NITR YER ¥ 7YY 0733007 1T ,112va AmIxie NN
HW IRV 7°0I% AMWR NI MIANRA W IMIRIVT 31NN IR 2IN1DN0 1IN
192>7 (Fraiberg et al., 1975) m°n°ny1 31278 .(Leslie & Cook, 2015) 177779
PRIWM TpRW? N YA DI IR 7AW ,7NPNnDWwNR IR0 Y 1 Wpna
MWpPR NPNIAT DR YTINA 97 A0 NI A0 a0 ayiaea Y ann
TYA0 923V PR NPIAY 92I0R PAY WAIT OYIR ,INIT272 AD0W NIYUIDT NX)
921 71 7amn (Fraiberg et al.,, 1975) 7902 w31 IPKRW IV T 3pnn
S0 AP0 W DTN ANIR DR PARD TR0 971 ,19PINN NINT oy MIaTn
Lieberman,) mmnonyy 1972°2 3722 0y 10172 712 wanwn ,IN1T2°2 0D TInnw
2107w ©*1%° 770 952 °5 ,nRT 8% 37317 (Padrén, Van Horn, & Harris, 2005
MTPN NIPAY 0WIYW ,0°oRYn 03 (Fraiberg et al., 1975) 70°XDI7 MMV 7%
1M72°971 W12 1999w Ipna RRIRIY MY NINW 2210 YW 07703 WK ANt
YA 09I 0NN RPINWAT IRXR °D X¥MI (Busch & Lieberman, 2010)
M2 NMWRNT RITLMIDR 172 W mnowna o7 YW Arpn nnneni
NIDDIAMT NN MIPPDOM RY D NINANMT WP NRT NR? .0MIANR v
N1 NPNIN Sw ntav1o°0D IRIALPR MwYh 2wn XHX ,NIAmNT v Yy
.(Busch & Liberman, 2010)

mY%yna on2 2 Mnw 0197 P2 (Wilkes, 2002) op™ 199w pnn
0127 12 TMDA% N212° MPPYW AMAR XX PNOBN MIPW 3 YV 0N T8N
— NLWwa DREPIW 0°137 P ,TS INNW NINAT YD — N hwa arxw
7T PRNa NIT-7AN 7I2VAT IPW IWDRPY 1277 XIT LA102 M NIP
TR Pw nPI30 1R N0 NPuRYeT YW mind 5 XXM 0°D0I 0IpPRnI)
D»WDI ©°3¥M T2°7 YW 0»%0In 0°3¥M NITIX NI °NY21 MIND DIXI WwnY
Bacon & Richardson, 2001; Oppenheim &) "1°wi '[’5.‘!31: ny»on ,ney 1w
n2°wn owornt oanwni nx (Koren-Karie, 2002; Schechter et al., 2006
SREYR YW PEREIID T XIT AT 00

MARYT W INRINIDT
DPWD-TING ©7HN3 PIPR PWAY NYIPD NITAN PRV YW PRROXIMDT
Bowen, 1978; Schwartz et al, 2006; Tuason) *nX¥¥i W 2»W R-]am
nryab Samh mnhy exoRIDT YW nom NI (& Friedlander, 2000
QoM DWYIWR MR% LN IMIA3 WA DPNABN N0 370 0D
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nm2 .(Jenkins, Buboltz, Schwartz, & Johnson, 2005; Schwartz et al., 2006)
TNXF L, HXY 77737 oW 20K 1PN NIAD I DIRT NYNPLDIR PERIRIIDT
W n¥Y NIP1237 T2 TINLWAT prn DY Imw? nvioen 3% ovpne 7a2apa
nm v%ya o0 .(Licht & Chabot, 2006) *»#¥va NX JaRY wwn X591 X7
TPXRZIIDYT 1T YA 017 2RI L,MIVANDM NIWIMR IRV’ 37133 PRROXIIDNT
PPIMYIR MINNENT NIND OPT2°Y JIWDR® WA MDA NPV 193 7990)
Skowron, 2005; Skowron & Platt) D782 IA2M (DIXI PIIY WPHN
,an%y Hw nvoopal ambw SR> 0rvI»h onna? ovnn Yw v (2005
YW 201 mINWH DPnN2 AREMI LTIDN NI QIRD IR Hw Ao°dn Tvm
Ipnna (Smith, 2001; Wiehe, 2003 ;2010 ,An%w 13) 07°72°2 21 MY5vnn
MWp NPAY WYY TINWND NIV YW PIRIIIIDI YW 77PN N3 OmonNn
N*197-137 772VA7 DR DD WYY TINwnd [T DINAT 07 1w wpa 10
PNna 0033w NIRRT 70°DNT JHo YV ,m103% ,Ana Javan mmnn bw

91 YW 0InTn 0PWwp YH°8DD (DIXI LT INWH 03 M

79 Sw avnvn arwp

,IYI0 LINIBAY IV LRIV DPWR CHYA 0T MIANPR 0D 19YR oMpnn
n°nYan-Ina aYIen AT 2¥M3 NIIDT NINTING NYIDT M 2wp nIya
McBride,) n1MI72 pAY 2w 90 n3ma3 0 Yy ImT 1IXT nnnony (PTSD)
Schoppe, & Rane, 2002; Norizan & Shamsuddin, 2010; Saloviita, Italinna,
D»WPa 1UDIRNT 79 OY OR7 YW nonv-0ra MITnnnn (& Leinonen, 2003
NNIP) 210001 73R YW w1 1YY A%y 1931 000 Rl Aviana 139110
Cummings, Davies,) Y201p1 01777 ,031nIp 1999w NPDINI (2005 ,2°N°HY)
NIARPRN N NI 0PWwp CPYa 0771277 nIR 00 x¥m1 (& Campbell, 2000
JPINI5N0 NIMA SW 2OPBRNY NWRNNT NPNN NIMATING PADAY NI

PRIIVWY NDNT pnnn
TR P71 MM YW PNT-1AT TN2AVAN XUNW AR YD 771V N1DOT NIYpon
TMINAYY 32790 .11ann 2232 077277 MIAneR 29p2 721 RYW LYND XIT L7
DIW32 ©*79°7 70 DR NIDPINY 0°KDI NN 1Tpnnn (Fraiberg et al., 1975)
9772 1oNWAY °91° 93y DWRIDR 03 WA IR IR N MnwRIn
Oy A0 DR DRYN LI 920W D5 L1ant 3 .nIinnonn 25w 903 ov19n
TN DR YR 7933 ,°N02a07 e NAI0? nndwnn 2aynnn 1900 npnang

9% oMp Pon XYW nwrT oy
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MM PIAD IR ,AMAA ORA YW OMOND MR PIADY TWp e a1l
IR 2INIDND T TNV MR I ANITYP2 OXT ANMAY 211NN IR PINION0
73 rnn

2% ,AMPT %Y ORI ANNNW NI MPYYNR YW AmIRIY P R K3 L2
TMT22 MPYYNa YW APIXIY 1MAYW DWW 5,712 PDIONT MM 130
SI1PNM IR PINDN0 NI A0 NIDIRND 7IAN

72w NIMAT 1130 72% ORT YW nEYa YW XRURIIDIN NN P2 IR R¥N L3
NINAT 130 3,909 AR O ORD YW PRROID TN w235 .anna
79I AN PEROVIDIT DRI YD1 ,NTPMIOND NP PUDIRD T AW
PN NP IR NPIMSND NP2 PUOIRM P MIMAT PO IO NP

nMAT P30 A% LORT DAMTAW DD TN YW OYWR 12 Wp XD 4
NI NNTDIRD AXPIN 0PWR YYD DINIRNI DIV MR LAY
Balpighilele

PR NYRY

11330 HW NI20I7 NINWY Ipnni CInwn YW NaWwnmI DI Anng an .1
27172 NI

ORI DINAT 7130 P2 WP DR AN ORT W YRR NPT OXRA L2
279 NIRRT NIPAR A0 2% ,AmeT 05% ,7ava annnw

PN nouw

%7 npnnwn
NINAT IR0 TROD IMAW N 2N PRnn PYR R L2013 MW T Pnnd
71972 I°Y NpRon XUTW NINAT 1302 MWp AT *BY 93va ORA ANNnw
ORI 7TIAYY IDOR M YW ARDRD DIYY LAPW OMInR ynvn noeny
R 9PN NIBNNWRR 229517 CRINA LAPNNT DR IR 12°R-12 NU0I°IRI
NPRW 1°27% NPa0N KW 197,12-6 2232 MND? IR 72°% OX X°7 NDNNWNTT 3
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JPANT 933 XITW APW IR 22 NIRRT PN L0002 2NtRY Yw 770
LOTOPRT WA TIT (@R RN OX) 7390 M7 NLW3A NIR NIBNNWNT

W oyRIMANG A7 Lrann 232 0079% IR 169 99D DR 0aTnd
4-% 1 12 ¥1 AP0 ©°7°0 DO .35.4 PR PNN2 IBDONWAY  MIARRD
(94.1%) NIRIVI ,(92.9%) 2RIW> NI i1 MvNNwnAT 217 .(M=3.9, SD=1.66)
RINMD 7T DY TN MIARORIN 85.2% PWw 95957 2xMi .(90.9%) NI
IMPT MIBNNWNAAN 37% .JN1T2°2 PPN MING PV NI MIBNNWHTN 40%
D192 NP1 Nn NI BY NI 23%-7 1017972 NInIono mmn by

SprRT 990

Parental Authority Questionnaire — PAQ N7 7138 79KV .1
IR AW YT Hv oo1am (Buri, 1991) M2 T2 N NIYRWHA
:0°77D1 N9RW "3wn 2571 V907 .(Baumrind, 1971) D177 DIA0 DAwHIL
NIMIAA PO WA PIPRWTI ORI YW NUHWOYI NI 711302 PO PIWRI NYRY
0319077 ©°3°1¥ni V1D 30 2913 MDA Nwa NIPRWT NI OR7 NN
V™MD 10) M 1IA0 YW OIPPY O°M0 AWIYW PA mINA7 °b-HY NINT A0
IR ,ANDWNA NPT NYIRI IWRD” :391TY) (authoritative) *N13mD : (11130 237
(authoritarian) IN131M0 (737 NI PNNRD TMYR PPAT PV 2120 Oy N3N
MNP ("NYAPN IR FVYAT AR Y 9L 219Y nwdRn RY IR AnNTY)
Y92 13V *23% 0771277 217 DR VIOARY TP NIWDRM MR INNTY) (permissive)
"1D HY D°LDWNY NP0 NTM DX 3172 WPANT NIBNNWAT L(7IN57 I NP

7AR00n TIRD” — 5 ,7am°0n RV Y9527 — 1) N7 5 12 vIpYh oY
PDIOMT NI 71130 2237 PWRIT PIPRWI AREAIW TP YW RDYX NN
211NN 1307 0=.66-1 21013107 111307 ,0=.72 ,>N1O10 T1II0Y ,a=.71 : AN
a=.91 YW MIPPAN ARIN — NIT2°2 AN NIIAT 0 Yy — wi NvRwa

21NN PI30Y A=.76-1 ,°IN1OND PIA0Y A=.90 ,’NIINDT J1II0Y

MBYR YW PERORIDYT N PIPRY .2
Level of Differentiation of Self Scale — LDSS

113 YW P nndwni PIRNA Y 0012m7 ,(Haber, 1984) 9277 *1°2 nMD J19XWT
nMI N3IYAA 01591 0N 1WA 0°pOIR 0D 32 N1YXWA .(Bowen, 1978)
7INDY NHa0M MIR” :IMATY) (emotional maturity) NPWAT NIIAA :OXRIRIIDTI
(emotional dependency) NPwia7 M%NI L(7NPWAT NTIVIM IR IWRD D3 NPYA
.(Haber, 1984) (00X W onmnooi ¥ 0100127 »N12IwnT »nvonn” : anii)
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MYPAn mawIn Mn?I0-NNa W A AR PRYMP AREAIW RN (7720

.(0=.88) 990 nip

Childhood Trauma Questionnaire — CTQ N7 nmIxIw 1oRW .3
o3M (Bernstein & Fink, 1998) prd1 100172 792 7121 MIpnt NPRWR
PT7I21 °2PUPDOIIYT NIY MIPT DY 0DAM PIPRWT .(2004) XI1IP VT2 NMavh
5-9 DMWpPR LoD 30 PPRW2 .NITP2 NI MIYLYNa YW amIRIw nenn
TN IR Dpn 7730 MIVENRY WY An3ITY) DD MYYYNR (15N nInvy
MYoynn (702393197 07733 wIaY% NEYRY” :AN3ITY) NUTD AR (VIR wR
nI»°yoa MIDEY IX NP1n NIPYDA ANNWRY? °2 01 7071 WWn” (AnNTY) Y
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PPN 92y X2 T PI9RW .0=.94 07 09937 IR YW Jamp YW RDOX
NPHRIWY DITNPR YW IR DATH2 WY 12 WY 0D DX ,NPORIWC PP0I9DIRY
Ben Shlomo & Ben) Mvnnwn® NIPRWD %W 720 AAKRNT XYM W 0N

.(Haim, 2017

799 bW @Y ovwp .4
DR .NPRWI DR DR ARN LW TR YW 0In2IRm o»wp By aning avrw
.0vIEYY OPWpR 7% W ORI 7U%Y Awpann
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011 93,0710
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XY yaw X%) 1-» N7 5 72 090 DY ,PI0RWA MY mIpw owTinn
YXMN WM MIYEHRD IAR PR PDIT NPRYY L(TIRN 1IXY yaw) 5 7y (Y902
PR PIN TIXIT MYAw A0Ya AN M R R 935,008 95 Yw
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T¥T CIRW 01377 NIV L(TTAV-ANDwR LPYENP) ITAVA NN MPDNY
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230



NPT 1PN 2NN 1187 MY AW TTAY-INDWN pwnnl ovxny

,077 P00 90 Hw yxIvn 2N NIWIARA INR 1°% D17 D°PTAT PIWn TR
0*7°PdNiA UP’5DJ1|7 DW NN D RO MIYAYHNT N Ay o0 IR a4 5591
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MWL PR WP MWR ORI OMIVA LD MO .(b=0.10, p<.05 :D°W)
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Abstracts

MOTHERHOOD TO LATENCY-AGE CHILDREN: THE CONTRIBUTION OF
CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES, SELF-DIFFERENTIATION AND CHILD’S
DIFFICULTIES TO CURRENT PARENTING STYLE

Shirley Ben Shlomo and Shifat Zabari

Background: Parenting is a significant and challenging task in an individual's
life. During child rearing, parents may have conflicts and memories of the past
that shape their current parenting style. Most parenting studies have focused on
parents of young children or parents of adolescents. Parenting for children in the
age of latency (6-12), however, has received less research attention despite the
significant developmental tasks associated with this age.

Aim: The aim of the study was to examine the association of the parenting style
experienced by mothers in childhood, the trauma of childhood abuse, the level of
self-differentiation, and the child's difficulties with the mother's current parenting
style.

Method: 169 mothers of latency age children who had given their consent to
participate in the study completed the following structured questionnaires: the
Parenting Style Questionnaire (PAQ); the self-differentiation questionnaire
(LDSS); the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire (CTQ); and a demographic
questionnaire.

Findings: The authoritative and permissive parenting styles experienced by the
mother as a child were associated with her current authoritarian and permissive
parenting styles. Trauma of childhood abuse was associated with the permissive
parenting style of the mother in the present. A high level of differentiation was
associated with the authoritative parenting style of the mother in the present. The
child's difficulties were found to be associated with the mother's authoritative
parenting style.

Conclusions: The findings highlight the tendency for intergenerational
transmission of negative childhood experiences.

Implications for practice: Social workers should plan interventions aimed at
making mothers aware of repressed memories of their past and their associated
emotions, in such a way as to enable an integrative connection to their current
motherhood.

Key words: Motherhood, latency age, current parenting style, mother's childhood
experiences, differentiation of the self.
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ARE STRESSORS AT THE FAMILY-WORK INTERFACE RELATED TO
SATISFACTION WITH SEXUAL AND SPOUSAL LIFE? A COMPARATIVE
ANALYSIS OF MEN AND WOMEN

Liat Kulik and Gabi Liberman

Background: Even though Israel is a family oriented society, Israelis work more
hours than their counterparts in other OECD member countries. The combination
of these two features leads to the emergence of stressors at the family-work
interface.

Aims: To examine the contribution of stressors at the family-work interface to
explaining two main aspects of spousal life quality which have not been examined
extensively in the past: (1) sexual life satisfaction; and (2) satisfaction with the
spousal relationship.

Methods: Data were collected through structured questionnaires from a
representative sample of 276 heterosexual participants (136 men, and 140
women).

Findings: Among the women, satisfaction with sexual life was explained by
work-to-family conflict, and marital satisfaction was explained by the family-to-
work conflict. Among the men, satisfaction with sexual life was explained by the
duration of the marital relationship as well as by egalitarian gender role attitudes.
Moreover, among men more egalitarian gender role attitudes were associated with
less intense family-to-work conflict.

Conclusions: The experience of stress at the family-work interface explained
the two aspects of the quality of marital relations only among women. Among
men, the contribution of egalitarian gender role attitudes was found to be most
significant.

Implications for practice: In light of the findings, we recommend that counselors
focus on training women to adopt coping strategies for reducing role conflict in
order to avoid harming the quality of their spousal life. Among men, emphasis
should be placed on adopting egalitarian gender-role attitudes.

Key words: Family-to-work conflict, work-to-family conflict, subjective overload,
objective overload.
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE GAY MALE FAMILY IN A CO-PARENTING
MODEL WITH A WOMAN: BETWEEN ABNORMAL "OTHERNESS" TO
EMPOWERED "UNIQUENESS"

Alon Oren and Adital Ben Ari

Background: "Co-parenting" between gay men with women is an option for
male couples to realize parenthood. The model simulates a structure of a divorced
family raising a child in two houses, one headed by the mother and the other
headed by the father.

Aim: The aim of this article is to conceptualize the "other" family experience
development of gay couples who chose to realize parenthood in a "co-parenting"
model.

Method: 13 personal interviews were conducted since 2012 in a comprehensive
qualitative study that examined the LGBT family experience.

Main findings: The interviewees focused on the meanings of relationships
between homosexuality, gender, couplehood, parenthood, family, blood ties, and
household. The "otherness" notion illustrates the experience of marginal groups and
their ability to re-position themselves within mainstream society. The "otherness"
experience is discussed from the personal and interpersonal perspectives of the
biological father and his partner, the "other" parent.

Conclusions: The parents undergo a journey that changes their perceptions of
parenthood and family. The process establishes a personal resilience experience
and maintains family cohesion. The couplehood is an anchor that allows both
parents to engage in a process of deconstruction and assemble new concepts that
move between tradition and progress.

Implications for practice: The findings have possible implications for GLBT
family studies, gender parenting, and empowerment of parents who raise children
within "other" family types.

Key words: Gay fathers, parenting and the LGBT family, homosexual parenting,
the role of parenting and gender, familial circle of lie, social “otherness”.



ASSOCIATIONS OF INVOLVEMENT OF PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN
POST-HOSPITALIZATION RESIDENTIAL CARE SETTINGS AND THE
QUALITY THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP WITH CHANGES IN THE
CHILDREN'S FUNCTIONING

Nofar Naim Levi and Rami Benbenishty

Background: The purpose of post-hospitalization therapeutic residential care
settings is to address the needs of children who have major behavioral and emotional
difficulties, and to improve their behavioral and emotional functioning.

Aims: To examine changes in the behavioral and emotional difficulties of youths in
post-hospitalization residential facilities, and to identify factors that could predict
positive changes. Furthermore, the study aimed to examine whether these changes
are associated with the frequency and quality of child-parent relationships while
in care, and to examine parental involvement in the residential placement.

Methods: The sample included 107 children aged 12-18 residing in two post-
hospitalization residential settings. Data were collected in two consecutive years.
Assessments of the children's behavioral and emotional difficulties were based
on the RAF method. A parental involvement questionnaire was developed by the
authors based on previous relevant work in Israel.

Main findings: More children showed an improvement than those whose situation
deteriorated. Children with severe psychiatric and emotional difficulties showed
significantly less progress. Parent-child contact while in care was significantly
associated with improvement in aggressive and social behaviors. The quality of
parent-child relations was associated with an improvement in the child's hygiene.
Parental involvement was not associated with changes in the children's situation.

Implications for practice: This was the first study to focus on changes among
children in post-hospitalization therapeutic residential care settings and the factors
that could predict positive changes. The discussion emphasizes the importance of
establishing collaboration between parents and the residential care facility.

Key words: Residential care, parental involvement, post-hospitalization
therapeutic residential care, parent-child relationships, residential care outcome.
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SOCIAL WORKERS' ATTITUDES TOWARD SELF-HELP GROUPS
Emanuel Strauss, David Bargal and Menachem Birnbaum

Background: This exploratory research dealt with possibilities for social workers
to use self-help groups.

Aims: The study aimed to examine several aspects of social workers' attitudes
toward self-help groups, in an attempt to enhance knowledge about the
circumstances that would encourage them to adopt these groups in their practice.

Methods: Data were collected from a questionnaire. The sample was drawn from
social services operating in Jerusalem. The questionnaires were filled out between
November 2017 and February 2018.

Main findings: The findings indicate that social workers and their managers have
positive attitudes toward self-help groups, and that there are enough potential
clients for those groups. Nonetheless, there is a considerable disparity between
the potential and actual usage of self-help groups.

Conclusions: Based on these findings, we conclude that in order to encourage
social workers to utilize self-help groups it is necessary to broaden the information
available to social workers about self-help groups, as well as to increase and
deepen training about the topic, and to reduce the workload of social workers who
integrate self-help groups in their practice.

Key words: Self-help groups, attitudes, behavioral intentions, efficiency,
effectiveness,
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TEAM LEADERS IN LOCAL SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENTS IN
ISRAEL AS STREET-LEVEL POLICY-MAKERS

Tami Tzadiki and Idit Weiss-Gal

Background: As street-level bureaucrats, social workers have the capacity to
influence social policies on the ground through the decisions that they make and
the actions that they take. However, existing knowledge on the ways in which
social work administrators employed in local social welfare departments influence
policies is very limited (Evans, 2016).

Aims: This study sought to enhance our knowledge about the role of local social
welfare department team leaders in formulating social policy and the issues they
address, the factors and considerations that affect their role, and the forms that it
takes.

Methods: This qualitative study was based on semi-structured interviews with 28
team leaders in 16 social welfare departments. Categorical content analysis was
used to analyze the data.

Main findings: The team leaders formulate explicit guidelines that enjoy a
significant degree of continuity with regard to fields of activity, and with regard
to political dilemmas addressed by formal social policy. They do so in cases
in which they oppose existing policies when those policies are ambiguous or
non-existent.

Conclusions: The team leaders frequently employ their professional autonomy
in order to formulate street-level policies. In so doing, they play the role of "state
agent" and of "citizen agent" (Maynard-Moody & Musheno, 2000). As a result,
there is a risk that this will lead to inequality in treatment, a lack of transparency,
and both expansion and contraction of social welfare services. This role and the
factors that affect it should be taken into account in the training of team leaders.

Key words: Street-level bureaucrats, social workers, team leaders, local social
welfare departments, policy implementation, policy making.
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